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Escobar Presents at UME Lambing and Kidding School  

                                                                

Dr. E. Nelson Escobar, assistant 
professor of small ruminant produc-
tion and management at UMES, 
offers a sheep and goat nutrition 
session during the 2011 Biennial 
Lambing & Kidding School on Sat-
urday, November 19, at Chesapeake 
College in Wye Mills, Maryland.  
Since 2005, UME Sheep and Goat 
Specialist Susan Schoenian has 
planned and implemented the lamb-
ing and kidding schools in several 
Maryland cities. 
 
“Participating sheep and goat farm-
ers can expect to learn concepts and 
practices that will enhance and meet 
the nutritional requirements of preg-
nant ewes and/or does,” said 
Escobar. 
 
Dr. Susan Kerr from Washington 
State University is the featured 
speaker.  In addition to being an 
extension educator, Kerr holds a 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from 
Cornell University.  She maintained 
a rural mixed-animal veterinary prac-
tice for seven years before earning 

her doctorate degree.  Following the 
program, she became the Washing-
ton State University Klickitat 
County Extension Director.  She is a 
member of several professional or-
ganizations, including the American 
Registry of Professional Animal Sci-
entists, and she is engaged on the 
national level with 4-H animal sci-

ence curriculum development, with 
educational outreach to small rumi-
nant producers and with the Exten-
sion Disaster Education Network. 
 
Escobar, also a UME extension spe-
cialist, collaborates with local, state 
and national teams to develop pro-
jects managing goats to utilize un-

wanted vegetation.  He previously 
worked on projects for field and 
laboratory studies to support a fair 
regulatory somatic cell count in goat 
milk and projects for the develop-
ment of kits to detect antibiotic resi-
due in goat milk.  He obtained an 
agricultural engineer degree from the 
University of El Salvador and his 
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from the 
University of Maryland, College 
Park. 
 
The Biennial Lambing & Kidding 
School should be of particular inter-
est to people who have been raising 
sheep and/or goats for less than five 
years, and there will be a separate 
educational tract for youth. Program 
details and registration information 
can be found at http://
sheepandgoat.com/
programs/11LKSchool.html. 
 
The registration deadline for this 
event is Wednesday, November 9.  
For more information, contact 
Susan Schoenian at (301) 432-2767 
x343 or sschoen@umd.edu. 

Cont’d on page 2 

 

Sustaining Small Farms . . .  
360 Degrees 

°° 

R enard Turner, of Vanguard 
Ranch Ltd, is the keynote 

speaker for the 2011 Small Farm 
Conference to be held on the Uni-
versity of Maryland Eastern Shore 
campus on Friday and Saturday, 
November 4 and 5.  

The central part of his Gordonsville, 
Va., operation is commercial meat 
goat production with an emphasis 
on the marketing of value-added, 
gourmet quality, ready-to-eat goat 
meat products.  The Turner farm 
supports sustainable and organic 
practices and takes farming as a life-
style choice.  Besides having a work-
ing knowledge of sustaining small 
farms, Turner brings with him a 
broader view of farming in that he 
has served as national secretary of 
the American KIKO Goat Associa-
tion.  

Now in its eighth year, the confer-
ence is themed “Sustaining Small 

Farms . . . 360 Degrees, as its ses-
sions are fashioned to address the 
needs of both the farmer and the 
farm family.  This year’s conference 

includes a health and wellness track 
and select locally grown foods will 
make up parts of the menu on both 
days. Immediately following the con-
ference, audio CD’s of Saturday’s 
seminars will be available for pur-
chase. 

“We’ve added some new features to 
this year’s conference that are sure to 
be a big hit with participants,” said 
Berran Rogers, small farm program 
and conference coordinator. “Not 
only will attendees be pleased with 
the diverse cadre of speakers we have 
lined up, but the opportunity to 
network should prove invaluable.” 

A pre-conference session begins at 2 
p.m. on Friday, and the evening 
ends with a reception and network-
ing social. Saturday sessions offer a 
wide range of information centered 
on income opportunities for wood-
land owners, ways to improve per-
sonal finance, how to establish a  

http://sheepandgoat.com/programs/11LKSchool.html
http://sheepandgoat.com/programs/11LKSchool.html
http://sheepandgoat.com/programs/11LKSchool.html
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The UMES Rural Development Center (RDC) continues to pro-
vide for economic growth and job creation on the Eastern Shore.  
Its far-reaching benefits were evidenced these last few months in a 
website redesign, national recognition of a company poised to save 
the lives of countless soldiers, and regional recognition of a brewery 
located on one main street in Worcester County, Maryland. 
 

The Lower Shore Heritage Council website, funded by the RDC, 
has a new look.  Visit www.lowershoreheritage.org to see how the 
Council works to assist the communities of the Lower Eastern 
Shore in preserving the rich heritage and the rich culture of the 
area.   
 

Hardwire LLC, located in Pocomoke City, was twice a borrower of 
the RDC.  The private company, a manufacturer of primary metal 
products, was established in 2003 and has used RDC funding to 
move through two development and expansion phases.  It is respon-
sible for a Humvee prototype that is designed to protect American 
troops from homemade bombs used in Iraq and Afghanistan.  The 
technology is currently being tested by Pentagon officials.   
 

The Burley Oak Brewing Company, also an RDC borrower, is part 
of the positive economic growth happening on Main Street in Ber-
lin, according to Governor Martin O’Malley.  The company once 
manufactured wooden barrels used to ship local produce and sea-

food in the early 1900s.  Today, the barrels will be used in manufac-
turing beer.  The company, which currently employs four to six 
employees, plans to expand its employee base to 15 over the next 
couple of years. 
 

The RDC strives to increase incomes, em-
ployment, and the local tax base by provid-
ing assistance to counties, communities, 
and businesses.  The RDC collaborates 
with local higher education institutions, governments, and the pri-
vate sector to accomplish its mission. 
 
 
 

TURNER HEADLINES, continued from page 1 
 

vineyard, using social media to generate more business, farmer 
safety and injury prevention, and more.  Exhibits, cooking demon-
strations, and youth programming for children ages 5-13 will round 
out the day. 
 

For the event, registration is $25 per person and $40 per cou-
ple.  Registration is free for youth attending with parents.  For 
youth who will not be accompanying a registered parent, registra-
tion is $10.  
 

For more information about 
the eighth annual Small Farm 
Conference, call 410-651-
6693/6070 or send an email 
to Rogers at 
blrogers@umes.edu.  Online 
registration and regularly 
updated information is avail-
able at www.umes.edu/1890-
mce. 

USDA Funds Sheep and Goat Study 

2011 Extension Briefs 

Management of unwanted vegetation using small ruminants 
(sheep and goats) on tree farms and recreational areas on Del-
marva is the focus of a recently funded study proposed by Dr. 
Enrique Nelson Escobar, assistant professor of small ruminant 
production and management at UMES.  The project has been 
funded by USDA/NIFA under the Capacity Building Grant Pro-
gram. 
 

The study will demonstrate the use of sheep and goats to manage 
brush, vines, saplings and other unwanted plants that overrun 

wetlands, hiking trails, historic sites, and state parks on Delmarva.  
The practice has been used in national and state forests in North 
Carolina, Kansas, Tennessee and Oklahoma; according to 
Escobar, it shows great potential as an effectual alternative to 
using herbicides or prescribed burning for tree farm planting 
preparation, rangeland improvement, or to enhance the land-
scape of recreational areas. 
 

With the ultimate goal of building UMES’s capacity to further 
research the practice and then to train extension educators, forest-
ers, master gardeners, and others; Escobar plans to design a hand-
book  and create an educational website. 
 

Study Objectives: 
 To apply the developing module in one or two demonstra-

tion site(s) to manage unwanted vegetation using small rumi-
nats; 

 To communicate results of these demonstrations conducting 
three training workshops per site; and 

 To design information delivery instruments, namely develop-
ing a companion handbook for the training workshops ex-
plaining the targeted grazing procedures for Delmarva, and 
create a website to accommodate the information and net-
working requirements of the unwanted vegetation manage-
ment activities. 

Turner is pictured above with his wife, Chinette, on 

their 93-acre farm where they produce gourmet ready 

to eat meat goat products and organic produce. 

http://www.lowershoreheritage.org
mailto:blrogers@umes.edu
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Extension Gets in the Groove 

 
Summer 2011 found UME-UMES staffers and administrators at 
the Paul S. Sarbanes Coastal Ecology Center for a long awaited 
administrative retreat.  Along with a brainstorming session, a 
healthy meal, and informative presentations from Park personnel, 
the day afforded every attendant the opportunity to get into the 
latest groove . . . ZUMBA. 
 
Extension specialist Dionne Ray (far right, above) sat the pace . . . 
admittedly a little slower than perhaps she ever has . . . and the rest 
is history, or hopefully the future!!!  (Note:  Captions have been 
withheld to protect the innocent.) 



2011 Extension Briefs, cont’d 

 

It’s the fall of the year and folk around here 
are preparing for our premiere fall event, the 
Small Farm Conference.  Our numbers have 
increased over the last several years, and we 
expect nothing less this year.  
 

While farmers suffered from the ravages of 
excess heat and drought this summer, some 
say this fall promises milder weather.  The fact 
of the matter is, however, that come what may, 
we must be equipped to forge ahead.  That’s 

the main reason for our conferences and workshops . . . to equip your 
families and your friends and your neighbors so they are able to rise 
and meet any occasion. 
 

This year’s theme is “Sustaining Small Farms . . . 360 Degrees.”  Par-
ticipants are sure to get both quantity and quality: quantity because 
just as the name implies our presenters will address every aspect of life 
as a farmer; quality because our coordinator, our moderators, and our 
presenters are experts in their various fields.  In other words, there’s 
something good for everyone, and we look forward to seeing you 
there. 
 

May the fall be kind to you and yours.  Before we know it, it will be 
spring again. 

                           Dr. Henry M. Brooks 
                                      hmbrooks@umes.edu 

 

 

University of Maryland Extension programs are open to all citizens without 
regard to race, color, gender, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, 
marital or parental status or national origin. 
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A note from the administrator 

Dr. Henry Brooks 

First Kids for AI Clinic Born Recently . . . 
 

An Artificial Insemination (AI) Clinic for goats, held May of this year, 
has produced five healthy kids.  Clinic participants were taught the fun-
damentals of how to obtain AI success under the instruction of Teresa 
Wade of BIO-Genics, LTD, and Dr. E. Nelson Escobar, assistant profes-
sor of small ruminant production and management at UMES.  Several 

smaller follow up sessions 
were presented to aid inter-
ested participants.  
 

The classes and hands-on 
session were held in the 
UMES Food Science and 
Technology Center and at 
the UMES Small Ruminant 
Farm. 

Friday, November 4 8th Annual Small Farm Conference 
Saturday, November 5 Richard A. Henson Center 
 

Tuesday, November 15 4-H Volunteer Training Webinar 
6-8 p.m.   Registration information at 
   www.umes.edu/1890-mce 
 

Thursday, November 17 4-H Volunteer Training Webinar 
6-8 p.m.   Registration information at  
   www.umes.edu/1890-mce 
 

Friday, November 18 - Maryland 4-H Volunteer Forum 
Sunday, November 20 Carousel Hotel, Ocean City, Maryland 

   http://www.maryland4h.org/ 
 

Saturday, November 19 Biennial Lambing and Kidding School   
   Chesapeake College, Wye Mills, Maryland 

2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

University of Maryland Extension 

 

For conference information, contact Susan Schoenian at 

(301) 432-2767 x343 or sschoen@umd.edu or visit : 

www.umes.edu/1890-mce 

2011 Biennial Lambing and Kidding School 

http://www.maryland4h.org/

